
 

 

Camp Yakety Yak’s Service Limitations 

What is Camp Yakety Yak? Camp Yakety Yak is a summer day-camp focused on social-emotional               
education in large group classes and camp-wide activities. CYY serves children in an inclusive              
setting with 30% of our campers considered neurotypical and 70% with neurodevelopmental            
disorders and physical disabilities. This includes children with Autism Spectrum Disorders, ADHD,            
learning and communication disabilities, intellectual delays and cerebral palsy. All instruction is            
provided under the direction & supervision of a small, multi-disciplinary team of masters-level             
professionals that includes speech-language pathologists, occupational therapists, physical        
therapists, behavior analysts, school counselors and special education teachers. 
  

What does Camp Yakety Yak NOT provide? Camp does not provide individual speech,             
occupational/physical therapy, or mental health/child psychology/psychiatry/counseling. We do        
not provide medical treatment, we provide education in an engaging social environment. CYY does              
not bill medical insurance nor provide receipts for medical reimbursement. 
  

Who Serves My Child Directly? Part of the mission of CYY is to provide an opportunity for future                  
professionals in educational and therapeutic fields to gain knowledge and hands-on experience in             
working with children with special needs. To achieve this, the curriculum is designed by the               
professional staff who then provide training and supervision to college interns and high school              
student volunteers who deliver the instruction and individual assistance to the campers. Each             
intern and volunteer receives 10-20 hours of training prior to camp depending on their role. 
  

A Good Fit: It is important for families and staff that Camp Yakety Yak is a good fit to ensure the                     
safety, enjoyment and learning opportunities of all campers and students. Parents will be asked to               
provide accurate information in terms of their child’s current level of functioning and share any               
needs relating to their cognitive, academic, communication, physical/motor, social & emotional, and            
behavioral skills so that Camp Yakety Yak may provide a supportive learning environment for their               
child. At the beginning of the summer, campers with special needs and their parent(s) are expected                
to attend an orientation meeting to meet the staff, tour the facility and learn more about specific                 
camp policies & procedures.  
  

What Needs of Kids Do Not Thrive at Camp Yakety Yak? 

Camp Yakety Yak reserves the right to not admit children with severe behavioral or emotional               
disorders resulting in significant verbal or physical aggression, those with significant health            
impairments requiring specialized nursing staff and other campers whose needs are determined to             
be outside of the staff’s scope of practice. 

· Children who are easily escalated in group situations with a history of aggression (verbal              
threats, vulgar talk, or physical bullying) and other unsafe behaviors, as well as significant              
emotional disorders such as Bipolar Disorder and Conduct Disorder, or who attend            
OUT-OF-DISTRICT placements such as therapeutic schools (e.g., Serendipity, Bridges Academy,          
New Leaves Academy, Four Corners, Rimrock Trails, etc.) are not able to attend Camp Yakety Yak                
due to the level of professional intervention and supervision required. 

 



 

· Children with severe emotional-behavioral disorders that cannot be served at least 50% of             
the time in the general education setting are not a good fit for Camp Yakety Yak's service model. 

 
While the social-emotional skill instruction at the core is inspired and informed by educational and               
therapeutic interventions, CYYs service model includes specialized instruction in a large group,            
inclusive setting with support from college and high school students who act as one-to-one              
assistants for campers who need individual coaching/prompting to use social-behavioral skills           
within a group dynamic. Professionals do not provide one-to-one assistance. If a child needs that               
level of support, we recommend private speech, occupational/physical therapy, counseling or ABA            
service by a professional. 
  

In addition, each camper's registration information will be evaluated and we reserve the right to               

not to admit some campers based on their level of need and the educational, not therapeutic,                

purpose of CYY . 
 

Examples include children with fetal alcohol syndrome or effects, schizophrenia and other            
psychotic disorders, bipolar and related disorders, depression and anxiety disorders, conduct           
disorder or obsessive-compulsive or related disorders. 
 
If your child has more specialized behavioral or emotional needs beyond general supports that CYY               
is able to provide (such as beyond a special ed teacher or school counselor) we will gladly provide                  

you professional referrals. The camp staff are educational professionals, and children affected by             
these emotional disorders are best served by specialized medical professionals. If you have             
questions about your child, please contacts us. 
  

Providing a Safe, Positive Learning Environment for All Camp Participants 
In order to protect vulnerable children and our volunteers, we ask parents to consider if the                
needs/challenges of their children are a good fit with CYY's inclusive, classroom-skill based camp. 
  

Examples of serious behaviors that do not ensure a Safe and Positive Learning Environment              

for fellow campers and staff: 

  

Aggressive Behaviors 

● Physical bullying includes physical intimidation, hitting, kicking, tripping, pinching and          
pushing or damaging property 

● Verbal bullying includes verbal intimidation, name-calling, insults, teasing, intimidation,         
homophobic or racist remarks, or verbal abuse 

  

Non-Compliance Behaviors 

· Does not comply with rules majority of the time, doesn't take "no" for an answer, tries                 
repeatedly to control adults, schedule or setting, will not follow rules to follow camper              
schedule/attend classes or participate in our activities even with encouragement and incentives 

  

Inappropriate Sexual Behaviors 

· Sexual harassment of other campers or staff, may say or do inappropriate things with opposite                
sex (older or younger) - This is very, very rare at Camp Yakety Yak, but we do serve ages 5-15 in                     
different groups. 

  

CYY's "Only 2 Chances" Behavioral Policy - NEW Policy for 2018 



 

To protect the safe, positive learning environment for all campers and staff, we are implementing a                
stricter aggression/bullying policy this summer. Thank you for your understanding and support! 
  

· After the 1st incident, Camper Support Team (Behavior & Counseling professionals) will             

evaluate and strategize situation and parents are notified. Implement an incentive plan and             
assign and train/supervise/model instruction a one-to-one assistant (college or high school level) to             
the child, if one has not been assigned already.* 
· After the 2nd incident, Camp Directors will contact parents to withdraw camper from              

Camp Yakety Yak. Referrals to outside service providers can be provided upon request. 
  

"Only 2 Chances, No Refund" Policy 

There are no refunds for campers who are withdrawn from camp due to verbal or physical                
aggression, compliance/defiance or inappropriate behavioral issues. Staff planning/attention and         
camp materials have been provided and the camper has taken a spot from another child on the                 
waitlist. CYY also reserves the right to withdraw any camper whose first incident is serious enough                
to warrant immediate dismissal. 
Thank you for your understanding of this policy. 
  

Camper Safety: All staff, including volunteers, will have passed a background check and interview              
and at least 8-20+ hours of training. Staff will be advised of CYY’s Safety Policies including                
statements that 

1. children will always be in the line of sight of other staff members; 
2. bathroom assistance will be provided with another child or staff member present; 
3. only pre-approved individuals, with photo ID, may pick up a child from camp, among other               
provisions. 

Due to the nature of the campers we serve, emotional meltdowns may occur. The staff has been                 
trained on strategies to reduce the likelihood of meltdowns and assist children selecting a              
“self-soothing” strategy, such as taking a break, getting a drink of water or doing a sensory activity. 
  

Physical Restraint Policy 

To protect the safety of children, staff will restrict the camper’s access to other individuals until the                 
child has returned to a calm state. If a camper is prone to meltdowns, this behavior is expected to                   
lessen through the duration of the camp session. Parents of camper’s experiencing meltdowns will              
be contacted and consulted with to develop and refine an emotional support plan. In very rare                
instances, a camper may be asked to leave camp due to concerns about their safety and the safety of                   
others. All efforts will be made so that only children who are considered safe with others are                 
allowed to enroll in camp. 
  

Will only be used by specifically-trained professional staff, only as a last resort if the camper is an                  
IMMEDIATE danger to himself or others (e,g, running into traffic, about to physically harm another               
person). 
 
Food Safety & Dietary Restrictions 

Camp Yakety Yak has a Cooking Class that will meet many times during the camp session to teach                  
skills in following step-by-step instructions, trying new tastes & textures, and socializing while             
eating. All campers are expected to assemble the snack and take one bite (if snack has conformed to                  
all dietary restrictions). This rule is done for two reasons: to practice doing a project exactly as a                  
“teacher” has instructed you to do it (even if you don’t like the project or would want to do it                    
another way) and to increase a child’s flexibility in trying new things/expand a child’s palate. 



 

Often kids discover at least one new food they like from these activities. 
  

Every effort will be made to use healthy ingredients in the Cooking activity, but we do make ice                  
cream one time during the session and offer toppings. Parents will be provided a cooking schedule                
and list of ingredients. The Cooking Instructor, Camp Administrators, Team Leaders and 1:1             
Assistants are alerted to food allergies or dietary needs from the Camper Registration Form.              
Parents may be asked to help supply special food items that adhear to the camper's diet. 
  

Staff are trained to not offer any food item to the child that is not a part of the planned curriculum.                     
Camp Yakety Yak will try to accommodate individual dietary restrictions for cooking items, but              
parents may be asked to supply some ingredients. All campers are asked to bring a filled water                 
bottle, sack lunch and hearty snack daily. Staff will follow all necessary food safety guidelines when                
handling and serving food. 
  

Privacy Policy: Information about your child (i.e., name, age, educational/disability-related          
information, medical conditions, etc.) will be shared only with select Camp Yakety Yak staff in an                
effort to provide appropriate support and learning opportunities during camp. Camp Staff will have              
been trained in and required to adhere to strict confidentiality guidelines. No personal information              
will be shared with anyone outside of the immediate Camp Staff without your permission. 
  

Mandatory Reporter Policy 

Oregon state law mandates that workers in certain professions must make reports if they have               
reasonable cause to suspect abuse or neglect. All professionals who work at camp are considered               
mandatory reporters because their profession is in the educational, clinical or therapeutic field and              
they come into contact with vulnerable populations (i.e., children, individuals with disabilities, and             
the elderly). By law, mandatory reporters must report suspected abuse or neglect of a child               
regardless of whether or not the knowledge of the abuse was gained in the reporter’s official                
capacity. In other words, the mandatory reporting of abuse or neglect of children is a 24-hour                
obligation. To fail to report, CYYs professionals may be putting children at risk as well as face                 
disciplinary action involving their state license. For more information, visit          
https://www.oregon.gov/dhs/abuse/pages/mandatory_report.aspx  
 

Payment of Camp Tuition, Cancellation & Transfer of Tuition Policy 

A registration fee for all campers is due at the time of registration and will be applied to the child’s                    
total camp tuition. Camp Yakety Yak accepts payments of checks by mail to PO Box 161, West Linn,                  
OR 970668 or credit card on their camper’s online account. A fee of $20 will be assessed for any                   
returned checks. Before the first day of the child registered camp session, families are able to                
transfer their camp payments to a different session, if there is space available. If after the first day                  
of camp, a parent decides that Camp Yakety Yak is not a good fit up to and including the child’s                    
completion of the first day of camp, the family will receive a refund of 70% of the camp tuition. The                    
$150 Registration Fee is nonrefundable due to cost of insurance, staff training, t-shirt and materials               
already being purchased for the camper. At any time after the camp session has begun, the Camp                 
Director can determine that CYY is not a good fit for a camper and may issue a prorated refund to                    
the family at $100 per day for special needs, Buddies and JCC campers, except in the case of                  
behavioral incidents as outlined above. The refund is dependent upon the amount of professional              
services the child has received to date, cost of materials, and other variables. As a reminder, there is                  
no refund for campers who exhibit serious behavioral incidents that affect the safety and positive               
learning experience of other campers.  



 

 

RELEASES  

Photo & Video Release 
I grant permission for any and all photographs and videos taken at Camp Yakety Yak to be used                  

by Camp Yakety Yak or its representatives in displays for educational purposes, such as staff               

training or camp curriculum, as well as the promotion of Camp Yakety Yak on websites,               

magazines and brochures. I grant permission for my child’s image to be distributed to fellow               

campers in the form of YouTube videos links shared with those associated with the camp. I                

understand that no personal information will be associated with any photographs without my             

consent and that no compensation is offered for the use of such photos/videos. I also               

understand that all photographs & videos taken by Camp Yakety Yak are the property of Camp                

Yakety Yak and will be used with utmost respect. If I have a concern about how my child’s                  

image is going to be or has been used, I may contact the Camp Director via email at any time. 

  

Children who are NOT able to be included in camp photographs and videos are not able to be                  
admitted to camp due to the number of campers and staff to cover and the importance of                 

photo/video footage at camp for training. 
  

Medical Release 
Campers participate in many kinds of indoor and outdoor activities at Camp Yakety Yak to               

support social interaction skills. These activities are chosen to mimic the skills needed for              

success at school and adult supervision will be provided. Parents are expected to inform Camp               

Yakety Yak if your child has any physical limitations or restrictions that would impact his/her               

participation in the full range of camp activities. 

  

Further, I understand that Camp Yakety Yak provides no health insurance or medical coverage              

and I acknowledge my responsibility for payment of any medical treatment that may be required               

while my child is participating in Camp Yakety Yak. 

  

I further grant permission for Camp Yakety Yak or its representatives to procure any and all                

necessary medical help for my child while he/she is under the supervision of the Camp Yakety                

Yak and authorize Camp Yakety Yak or its representatives to permit any competent medical              

person to take all reasonable measures to treat any injury or sickness that my child may suffer. I                  

agree that my child may receive basic First Aid for minor injuries (such as a band-aid, ice pack,                  

etc.) 
 
As indicated by my electronic or actual signature below,   

·       I have reviewed all Camp Yakety Yak's Policies. 

·       I consent to my child's image in photos or videos are allowed to be used for educational 

and promotional purposes in support for Camp Yakety Yak and in staff training. 

·       I release Camp Yakety Yak from medical care expenses outside of basic first aid provided 

at camp. 

·       I have read and reviewed CYY "Promoting a Bully-Free, Safe and Positive Learning 

Environment" and "2 Chances-No Refund" policy. 

  

 

________________________________________ ___________________ 

       Parent   Date 


